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On Nov. 2, Argentine government officials resumed talks with congressional opposition leaders
toward the establishment of a "social pact." The negotiations were initiated last week with the
Justicialista (Peronist) party. Plans for the pact were announced Oct. 14 in a nationally broadcast
speech by President Raul Alfonsin. According to the president, a social pact is required to ensure
stability and "governability" in the next 12 months. An agreement with the political opposition is
necessary, he said, because of the Sept. 6 election results. Next, a similar accord among government
officials and representatives of private industry and labor is indicated to "bring inflation under
control." (See "Argentina: President Alfonsin on Anti-inflation Economic Package," Chronicle
10/15/87.) [In the September elections, the ruling Radical Civic Union party lost its majority in
the Chamber of Deputies, while differences among the Peronists and other opposition parties do
not provide them with clear-cut control over the national congress. Next, Peronists were elected
to 16 of the country's 22 governorships.] Since mid-October, opposition parties and the country's
biggest unionized labor confederation, the CGT (General Labor Confederation), and several
business groups have delivered pronouncements declaring that before a pact can be organized,
Alfonsin's economic team must commit itself to the principle of modifying economic policies
through collaboration with all interested parties. *On Oct. 31, Interior Minister Enrique Nosiglia said
that he would not rule out eventual changes in economic policy if such changes were the product
of a "consensus" among all political parties. *In a Nov. 1 announcement, the CGT stated that the
government does not want negotiations, but rather passive acceptance of its economic policy
package which voters rejected in the September elections. According to the CGT, the ruling party
is pushing the same package now but with slight cosmetic changes. The Confederation declared
that there will no agreement with the labor movement as long as national development prospects
remain subordinated to the orthodox prescriptions of "international usury." *On Nov. 4, a 12-hour
nationwide strike organized by the CGT will take place to protest government policies, and its plans
for a social pact. *Representatives of 12 political parties are to convene Nov. 5 to discuss several
topics toward the final elaboration of the "social pact." President Alfonsin is to attend the meeting.
(Basic data from several reports by DYN, Prensa Latina)
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